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51 Life Convicts in Jharkhand jails to
be released, CM Approves Proposal

wThe  Chief  Minister
instructed that all released
prisoners must be linked
with government social
security schemes to sup-
port their reintegration into
society

DB Reporter
Ranchi: The Jharkhand State
Sentence Review Board, chaired
by Chief Minister Hemant Soren,
approved the release of 51 life-
term prisoners lodged in different
jails across the state. The decision
was taken at the Board's 35th meet-
ing held at the Chief Minister's res-
idential office in Ranchi.

During the session, 103 cases
were reviewed in detail, including
37 new proposals and 66 cases that
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Jharkhand govt
tables Rs 4,296.62-cr
supplementary budg-
et for FY26

had earlier been rejected in previ-
ous board meetings.

After examining each file, the
CM gave his consent to release 51
prisoners, considering their age,

conduct in jail, family and social
background, as well as the recom-
mendations of the courts, district
police, jail superintendents, and
probation officers.

Focus on Rehabilitation of
Released Inmates

CM Soren directed officials to
ensure that prisoners who have
spent over 14 years in jail, are of

PM Modi Inaugurates And Lays

Foundation Stone Of Development
Projects Worth Rs 5,200 Crore |In Kolkata =

advanced age, and have displayed
good conduct be motivated to
begin a new chapter in society.

He also emphasized the need for
a comprehensive plan for prisoners
suffering from physical or mental
health issues, ensuring they receive
proper treatment before release.
The Chief Minister instructed that
all released prisoners must be
linked with government social
security schemes to support their
reintegration into society.
619 Prisoners Released
Since 2019
Officials informed the meeting that
since 2019, 619 prisoners have been
released from different prisons follow-
ing board recommendations. Of these,
physical verification has been complet-
ed for 558, while 61 cases are still pend-

ing.They also reported that 470 of the
released inmates have already been
linked with government welfare
schemes such as old-age pension,
widow pension, ration cards, Ayushman
Bharat health coverage, PM Awas
Yojana, MGNREGA, and e-Shram
cards. Efforts are underway to extend
these benefits to the remaining prison-
ers.

The meeting was attended by
Additional Chief Secretary to the CM
Avinash Kumar, Principal Secretary of
Home, Jail & Disaster Management
Department Vandana Dadel, DGP
Anurag Gupta, Principal Secretary
(Law) Neeraj Kumar Srivastava, IG
Prisons Sudarshan Prasad Mandal,
Judicial Commissioner Anil Kumar
Mishra, Chief Probation Officer, and
other officials.

Jharkhand Assembly unites
in demand for Bharat

the
Assembly's

Ratna to Shibu Soren
DB Reporter

Ranchi: On the first day
Jharkhand
Monsoon
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Ranchi: The Jharkhand
government on Friday
tabled a supplementary
budget of Rs 4,296.62
crore in the assembly for
the current fiscal 2025-26.
Finance Minister
Radhakrishna  Kishore
tabled the first supple-
mentary budget for this
financial year. The sup-
plementary demands for
the current fiscal were ini-
tially scheduled to be pre-
sented on August 4, but
could not be tabled as the
House was adjourned sine
die as a mark of respect to
former chief minister
Shibu Soren, who died on
that day.Earlier in March,
Kishore tabled in the state
assembly the annual
budget of Rs 1.45 lakh
crore for the financial year
2025-26.

Agency

Kolkata:  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi today inaugurat-
ed and laid the foundation stone
of several development projects
worth more than Rs 5,200 crore
in Kolkata, the capital of West
Bengal, on Friday. These include
the launch of new lines of the
Kolkata Metro, new subway
facilities and the construction of
a 7.2 km long six-lane Kona
Expressway, which costs around
Rs 1,200 crore.

The Prime Minister also travelled
on the Noapara to Jai Hind
Bimanbandar metro service and
interacted with the common peo-
ple. He said that the new projects
will modernise Kolkata's trans-
port system and provide easy and
fast travel facilities to the passen-
gers. The new metro lines
include a 13.61 km long network,
in which seven new stations are
being added.

The new metro services also
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include the Sealdah-Esplanade
route, which will reduce travel
time from 40 minutes to just 11
minutes. Apart from this, the
Beleghata-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay Metro section
will improve the connectivity of
the IT hub. These services will
benefit lakhs of commuters daily
and will also make it easier to

reach Kolkata Airport.

The construction of Kona
Expressway will improve con-
nectivity between Howrah, sur-

rounding rural areas and
Kolkata. This will lead to a
major improvement in business,
tourism and traffic. Prime
Minister Modi said that "21st
century India needs a 21st cen-

tury transport system. That is
why railways, roads, metros and
airports are being modernized
and interconnected across the
country.” He said that before
2014, India had only 250 km of
metro network, which has now
increased to more than 1,000
km, and India has become the
third largest metro network in
the world. The Prime Minister
informed that West Bengal now
has 100% railway electrifica-
tion. 9 Vande Bharat trains and
2 Amrit Bharat trains are also
running in the state. He also
informed that the government
has also fulfilled the old
demand of MEMU train
between Purulia and Howrah.
Many dignitaries including
West Bengal Governor Dr. C.V.
Anand Bose, Union Ministers
Shanti Thakur, Ravneet Singh
Bittu and Dr. Sukanta
Majumdar were present at the
event.

A free health camp to be organized at Paras Hospital on August 24

9 Out Of Every 10 Employers Plan To

Hire In The Second Half Of 2025: Report

Adgency

Ranchi: Paras Hospital HEC is again organizing a mega health camp on Sunday, August 24. The camp will be held from
10 am to 2 pm. Free consultation will be offered by expert consultants of all items in this camp. Under free services, patients
will be provided facilities like BP, RBS, ECG, BMD, PFT etc. Apart from this, 50 percent discount will be given on other
diagnostic and lab tests. To avail the camp, registration has to be done on 8080808069. This information was given by Dr.
Nitesh Kumar, Facility Director of Paras Hospital. He told that the treatment of cleft lip and cleft palate is done free of cost
! at Paras Hospital HEC. The aim of Paras Hospital is to make the general public aware about health from time to time and
& provide them primary checkup facilities, so that diseases can be detected in time.

Session, members from
both the ruling and oppo-
sition benches called for
awarding Dishom Guru
Shibu Soren the Bharat
Ratna.

Legislative Party leader
Pradeep Yadav strongly
urged the House to pass a
resolution recommend-
ing the honor to the
Central Government.

He said no one could be
more deserving of the
country's highest civilian
award than Shibu Soren,
who dedicated his entire
life to the rights of
Jharkhand, tribal identity,
and social justice.

Yadav emphasized that
Soren's  contributions
warrant national recogni-
tion at the highest level.
Pradeep Yadav also pro-
posed that Soren's life
and struggle be incorpo-
rated into the state's
school curriculum. He
stated that this would
inspire the younger gen-
eration while familiariz-
ing them with the state's
history. Yadav appealed
to Chief Minister Hemant
Soren to take the neces-
sary steps in this direc-
tion.

£ i
Support from Other
Legislators

JDU legislator Saryu Rai
supported the demand,
saying Shibu Soren
should be honored at the
national level, whether
through the Bharat Ratna
or other means.
Independent MLA Arup
Chatterjee urged the
Chief Minister to install a
statue of Shibu Soren in
the Assembly premises,
confer the Bharat Ratna
on him, and develop his
ancestral village Nemra,
where his memorial is
located, into a tourist
destination.

AJSU legislator Nirmal
Mahato also pressed for a
resolution to recommend
the Bharat Ratna for
Soren, adding that imple-
menting prohibition in
Jharkhand would be a
true tribute to him.

A workshop on stress management and
meditation organised at RKDF University

DB Reporter

Ranchi: A one-day stress

New Delhi: India's white collar
job market may remain strong
in the coming times, as 94 per-
cent of employers are planning
to recruit in the second half of
2025. This information was
given in a report released on
Friday. The report released by
job platform Naukri said that
72 percent of employers have
indicated that they will create
new jobs in the second half. At
the same time, 22 percent of
employers want to fill existing
positions only through replace-
ment.

According to the job platform,
jobs such as IT, business devel-
opment and operations func-
tions may gain prominence in
this recruitment. The report

i ot Deczem

APPLY MOW

pointed out that despite the
ongoing discussion of job loss-
es due to Al, 87 percent of
employers do not see any sig-
nificant impact on overall
employment. However, 13 per-
cent believe that Al will act as a
catalyst for emerging jobs.

"Sectors most likely to benefit
include IT (42 per cent), analyt-
ics (17 per cent) and business
development (11 per cent),
where employers expect new
Al-driven opportunities to
grow," the report said. The
strong hiring sentiment is driv-

en by demand for specific tech-
nology roles, where 37 per cent
employers plan to hire for IT
positions.

Mid-level professionals with 4-
7 years of experience are in the
highest demand, with 47 per
cent employers planning to hire
in this experience band. Entry-
level candidates (up to 3 years)
are wanted by 29 per cent
employers, the report said.
Only 17 per cent employers are
planning to hire professionals
with 8-12 years of experience,
while only 3 per cent are plan-
ning to hire professionals with
13-16 years of experience, the
report said.

The report is based on informa-
tion received from over 1,300
employers.

management and medita-
tion  workshop  was
organized at RKDF
University Ranchi on
Friday under the Drug
Free India Campaign.
The workshop began
with an inspirational
address by the Vice
Chancellor ~ of  the
University, Dr. S.
Chatterjee.

Explaining the impor-
tance of mental health to
the students, he said,
"Freedom from stress and
self-control are the only
effective ways to stay
away from addiction."
As the main trainer, med-
itation and Raja Yoga
trainer  Brahmakumari

Indu Bhabhi said that
today's youth are getting
more inclined towards
drugs. For which there is
a need to bring special
balance and harmony in
the educational field as
well.For this task, first of
all, knowledge and prac-
tice of the art of keeping
one's mind calm, stable
and strong is very essen-
tial. For this, Raja Yoga is
said to be the best medi-
um. In this workshop,
teachers taught students
stress management tech-
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niques, including deep
breathing exercises,
mindfulness meditation,
and yoga exercises that
improve body-mind bal-
ance.

During the workshop,
students participated
enthusiastically and
shared their experiences
openly.

This programme, organ-
ised under the Drug Free
India campaign, proved
to be a milestone towards
a positive change in the
university.
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Namo Football Tournament Helps Nurture
Rural Sports Talent MP Manlsh Jaiswal

DB Reporter
Ramgarh : "A fit India is a hit

India,"” said Hazaribagh MP
Manish Jaiswal, emphasizing the
importance of promoting sports
among youth in rural areas. He
was speaking as the chief guest
at the final match of the Namo
Football Tournament, held at the
Digwar Football Ground with
support from the Kisan Sporting
Club.

MP Jaiswal praised the initiative,
saying, "The primary objective
of organizing such tournaments
is to encourage local talent,
honor sportspersons, and pro-
vide them with a platform to
showcase their skills. Events like
these play a crucial role in bring-

ing hidden rural talent to the
forefront."Prior to addressing the
gathering, MP Jaiswal was wel-
comed with garlands and a cere-
monial shawl.The final match
was played between Bajrang
Club Baheratand (Sandy) and
Sirka. In a tightly contested
match, neither team managed to

emerged victorious with a 1-0
win, claiming the championship
title.

The winning team was awarded
a trophy and a cash prize of
725,000, while the runner-up
team received 715,000 and a tro-
phy. The tournament was con-
ducted by MP representative

Ramsahay Bediya.

Several notable figures were
present at the event, including
BJP District President Praveen
Mehta, Dwarika Singh (alias
Khokha Singh), MP representa-
tives Rajeev Jaiswal, Vijay
Jaiswal, Raju Chaturvedi, Ranjit
Pandey, Ranjit Sinha, Chhotan
Singh, Ratan Prasad Sahu, Ruby
Jaiswal, Balram Mahato, Anmol
Singh, Shankar Karmali, Bunty
Tiwari, Arun  Kushwaha,
Mukesh Singh, Sangeeta Devi,
Vicky Mahato, Vinod Kumar,

Rajkumar  Mahato, Kishun
Mahato, Kuldeep Kushwaha,
Ravi Kushwaha, Raju

Symposium to Be Held in Ramgarh on the
Occasion of Akhand Bharat Smritl Divas

DB Reporter

Ramgarh : As part of a nationwide
observance of Akhand Bharat Smriti
Diwas, the Hindu Jagran Manch is
organizing a symposium in Ramgarh on
August 23. The event will take place at
3:00 PM at the Brahmarishi
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Dharamshala, located on Bijulia Talab
Road. The program will be attended by
various dignitaries and office bearers
from the regional and district units of
the Hindu Jagran Manch. The
announcement was made via an official
press release issued on August 22 by the
newly appointed district president of the
organization, Satyajit Chaudhary.
Chaudhary emphasized the emotional
significance of the day, stating that the

score in regular time, leading to
a penalty

shootout. Sandy

Manoj Giri,
thanks

and the vote of

was delivered by

Khatian Rights Assembly and Fellowship Meet to
Be Held in Patrqtu on August 24: Ramesh Mqhto

DB Reporter
"2 Under the leadership

of Dumri MLA and Central
President of the Jharkhand
Loktantrik Krantikari Morcha
(JLKRM), Tiger Jayram Mahto, a
much-anticipated Khatian Rights
Assembly-cum-Fellowship Meet
will be organized on August 24,
2025, at Ambedkar Park, New
Market, PTPS, Patratu. Sharing
details of the event on Friday,
JLKRM State Media In-charge
Ramesh Kumar Mahto said prepa-
rations are in their final stage.
Cleaning, tent setup, and banner
installations are in progress at the
venue. Banners, posters, and
hoardings have also been put up
across the Patratu region to ensure
maximum public participation. The
party has extended an open invita-
tion to all to join the program on
August 24. Speaking on the signif-
icance of the event, Mahto high-
lighted that the people of Patratu
continue to face challenges related
to employment, rights, displace-

Ramgarh :

"This

ment, and basic amenities.
program aims to raise awareness
and unite people in the fight for

their rights,” he said. He empha-
sized that the Patratu team is active-
ly conducting outreach and aware-
ness campaigns with dedication and
enthusiasm. "Jayram Mahto is no
longer just an individual-he repre-
sents an ideology that is drawing
people from all communities
toward the movement. His clear
vision for Jharkhand's development
and the identity of Jharkhandis res-
onates deeply in today's context,"”
Mahto stated. He further added that
until Jharkhand frames policies

F ]

based on Khatian -including local,
employment, displacement, and
industrial policies-the indigenous
people of the state will continue to
be deprived of their rights. The
party is increasingly seen as a bea-
con of hope for the poor, marginal-
ized, backward, and oppressed sec-
tions of society. Senior leaders,
including Central Organization

General ~ Secretary  Rajendra
Bediya, Central Secretary Santosh
Chaudhary, General Secretary

Leelavati Devi, Media In-charge
Ramesh Kumar Mahto,and Sahdev
Mahto, visited the venue to oversee
the preparations.

Mukhiyas and Jal Sahiyas Hold Dialogue

on Jal Jeevan Mission

DB Reporter
Medininagar (Palamu):
An interaction pro-
gramme with Mukhiyas
and Jal Sahiyas was held
at the Town Hall in
Medininagar on Friday
under the Jal Jeevan
Mission  (JJM) and
Swachh Bharat Mission.
The event aimed to raise
awareness and ensure
effective grassroots
implementation of the

@
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in Medininagar

Kushwaha, Suresh Kushwah,
and Pankaj Kushwaha.

missions.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Mast Ram Meena,
Principal Secretary of the
Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation,
emphasized the impor-
tance of cleanliness and
safe drinking water.
"Cleanliness starts at
home and must extend to
the village, district, and
nation.  Contaminated
water and food are
among the leading causes

of illness, and ensuring
safe water is essential to
public health," he said.

He noted that traditional
sources of water like
wells and ponds have
become polluted due to
human activity and urged
the community to restore
them. He also highlight-
ed that under JJM, con-
tractors are responsible
for maintaining complet-
ed projects for five years,
and villagers should

reach out if issues arise.
JIM Campaign Director
Ramesh
informed attendees that
the mission, launched on
August 15, 2019, has
made significant
progress. Of the target to
provide piped drinking
water to 62.5 lakh house-
holds in Jharkhand, 55%
has been achieved. In
Palamu district, 53% of
the targeted 3.65 lakh
households have been

covered.
Palamu Deputy
Gholap Commissioner encour-

aged local representa-
tives to actively monitor
implementation, stating
that Mukhiyas and Jal
Sahiyas are best placed
to ensure success at the
village level.

The programme began
with lamp lighting and
featured experience-
sharing by several grass-
roots representatives.

horrors of the partition continue to
haunt the collective memory of the

nation. "The independence granted on
August 15 was, in reality, a deception-a
political conspiracy. On the eve of our
so-called freedom, our sacred land,
Bharat Mata, was divided by power-
hungry forces. We lost parts of our own
homeland. How can we ever forget such
a wound?" he said. He further stated
that the Hindu Jagran Manch is commit-
ted to the vision of Akhand Bharat-an
undivided India-and that the sympo-
sium is a step toward reinforcing that
collective resolve.

Inner Wheel Club Launches Awareness
Campaign on Child Safety 1r1 Ramgarh

DB Reporter

Ramgarh : Focusing on child safe-
ty and awareness, the Inner Wheel
Club of Ramgarh organized a spe-
cial awareness program on August
22 at the Omkar Mission
Orphanage. The event aimed to
educate children about the con-
cepts of Good Touch and Bad
Touch in a simple and engaging
manner. Club members Shweta
Jain and Nidhi Chaudhary led the
session, emphasizing the impor-
tance of teaching children to iden-
tify safe and unsafe touches. "It is
essential for children to understand
that if a touch makes them feel
uncomfortable or unsafe, it should
be recognized as a bad touch. In
such cases, they should say 'no'
firmly, raise their voice, and imme-
diately inform a trusted adult such
as a parent, teacher, or guardian,”
they said. Children were taught
using interactive activities, video
stories, and storytelling techniques,

making the session both informa-
tive and easy to understand. Club
President Namita Shroff highlight-
ed the need to teach self-protection
and awareness from an early age.

"Recognizing the difference
between good and bad touch builds
children's confidence and helps
them stay safe in any situation,”
she said. The children of Omkar
Mission Orphanage also performed
thought-provoking street plays on
themes such as Adopt Swadeshi,
Boycott Foreign Goods and the
Kargil War, showcasing their patri-
otic spirit. Their performances cap-

tivated the audience. Participants
were awarded certificates and
prizes by the Inner Wheel Club.
Additionally, the club distributed
stationery items, snacks, and sports
equipment among the children.
The event received full support
from orphanage educators Neetu
Negi, Kumari Anita, and Geeta
Devi. Prominent attendees includ-
ed Renu Mewad, Janesha Vadera,
Megha Bagaria, Neeru Sahni,
Anuradha Shroff, Navljeet Kaur,
Gurbaksh Kaur, Madhu Agrawal,
Harmeet Kaur, Neetu Agrawal, and
Jaspreet Kaur.

"Viksit Bharat Yuva Connect” Program
Launched at Vmoba Bhave Unwemty

DB Reporter
Hazaribagh: The "Viksit Bharat

Yuva Connect" program, initiated
by the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Government of India,
was launched at Vinoba Bhave
University on Friday. The pro-
gram, running from August 15 to
October 15, 2025, aims to engage
and connect students with the
vision of a developed India.

Dr. Umendra Singh, nodal officer
and professor of the Economics
Department, informed that a com-
prehensive outreach campaign was

conducted at the university cam-
pus by interacting with students
exiting the examination hall. The
initiative aims to 'connect' students
with the developed India mission
through various activities.

Following the directions of Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Chandra Bhushan
Sharma, a schedule of nearly 35
activities has been planned to be
conducted by mid-October. Prior
to this, meetings were held with
NSS volunteers and selected
research scholars to strategize
effective implementation of the

program

The NSS Unit-1 students also pre-
sented a tableau on youth connect
during the Independence Day cele-
brations. Dr. Singh shared details
about the 'My Bharat' portal and
registration process with both stu-
dents and faculty, forming teams
to accelerate participation.

The program is expected to inspire
Vinoba Bhave University's youth
towards contributing to India's
development goals by 2047, while
also enhancing the university's
national recognition.

10 Years Rigorous Imprisonment in Attempt-

ISECT UnwerStty orgamzes one—day seminar

DB Reporter
Hazaribagh. Carrot grass,

which is spreading rapidly from
farms to village paths and vacant
lands in the city, has become a
serious problem for both farmers
and the general public. In view
of its solution, the Agricultural
Faculty of ISECT University
celebrated Parthenium
Awareness Week from 16
August to 22 August, under
which farmers were made aware
about it by visiting various
places of Tarawa, Hutpa and
Harli. On the occasion of the
closing ceremony on Friday, a
one-day seminar was organized
in Daru Panchayat Bhawan, in
which Mukhiya Sunil Kumar
participated as the main partici-

pant During this, Mukhlya Suml

Kumar praised the awareness
program of ISECT University
and said that making farmers
aware from time to time by the
university is not only helpful for
advanced agriculture but its pos-
itive effect is also being seen on
the yield, for this the Vice
Chancellor, Registrar, Vice
Chancellor and Dean of

Agriculture Faculty, Head of
Department and others of the
University deserve thanks. Dr
Arvind Kumar, Head of the
Agriculture Department, present
on the occasion, said that
Parthenium or carrot grass is
actually an annual herbaceous
plant, whose biggest specialty is
that it can thrive in any kind of
environment. This is the reason

that in a short time it occupies
the fields and stops the growth of
crops and the poisonous ele-
ments present in it not only harm
the fertility of the soil, but also
reduce the yield of crops sown
nearby. Not only this, its pollen
is also harmful for human health.
In such a situation, it is very
important to know about it. At
the same time, Head of the
Department Dr SP Vishwakarma
said that this grass also has
another aspect. He told that if it
is used from a scientific point of
view, then it can prove to be a
boon rather than a curse.
Research has found that it is pos-
sible to manufacture many types
of pesticides, bactericides and
weed Killers from carrot grass.

to-Murder Case 50 OOO Fme Imposed

DB Reporter

Medininagar (Palamu):
The Principal District and
Sessions Judge Diwakar
Pandey on Friday sen-
tenced Manish Kumar
Sharma, a resident of
Chhechouri village under
Pandwa police station, to
10 years of rigorous
imprisonment in  an
attempt-to-murder case.
The court also imposed a
fine of 250,000, failing
which the convict will
have to undergo an addi-
tional one year of simple
imprisonment. The case
pertains to Pandwa P.S.
Case No. 45/2023, regis-

tered on June 25, 2023
under Sections 341, 323,
325, 307, 504, and 506 of
the IPC, based on the
complaint filed by Manoj
Kumar, son of Krishna
Ram of Chhechouri vil-
lage. According to the
FIR, on the night of June
8, 2023, around 12 mid-
night, the accused Manish

Kumar Sharma attacked
Krishna Ram with a knife
on his neck with the
intent to kill him. Hearing
the commotion, family
members rushed out and
saw the accused fleeing.
When Krishna Ram's son
tried to chase him, the
accused threatened to kill
him as well.
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Deputy Commissioner Holds Public Grievance
Hearlng, Orders Prompt Solutlons

DB Reporter
Hazaribagh: Deputy
Commissioner Shashi Prakash
Singh organized a public griev-
ance hearing at his office, where
numerous villagers presented
their issues. Singh attentively
listened to each complaint and
directed officials to take imme-
diate action. Key issues raised
included pension approvals,
ration card corrections, housing,
manipulation in Registry-2, sup-
ply concerns, land disputes, fam-
ily conflicts, and employment.

The Deputy Commissioner
instructed officers to resolve
matters sensitively and within
stipulated timeframes.

Significant cases addressed
included Abhishek Kumar's
complaint of Registry-2 manipu-

s ¢

lation in Ichak, illegal school
construction on gifted land
reported by Jhanwa Turi, and

land grabbing allegations in
Laratango village of Darlu
block.

Singh ordered thorough investi-

gations by relevant officials.
Additionally, swift action was
directed on land measurement
issues in Vishnugarh, Mayia
Samman scheme benefits for
Ruby Kumari, and lease renewal
complaints by Anil Kumar

Khandelwal. Deputy
Commissioner Singh empha-
sized that the administration is
committed to providing timely
and effective solutions, urging
officials to prioritize public
grievances.

70 Liquor Shops Allotted via
E-Lottery in Palamu, 112.30
Crore Revenue Pro]ected

DB Reporter
Medininagar (Palamu): A total of 70

liquor shops have been allotted in
Palamu district through a transparent e-
lottery process, including 7 country
liquor outlets and 63 composite shops.
The information was confirmed by
Excise Superintendent Sanjeet Kumar.
The district is expected to generate
?112.30 crore in revenue from liquor
sales over the remaining seven months
of the 2025-26 financial year. Notably,
two shops in Hariharganj alone are pro-
jected to contribute ?23.15 crore. The
shop allotted to Anand Kumar Mathur is
expected to generate ?11.47 crore,
while one allotted to Manasa Devi, a
woman applicant, is set to yield ?12.49
crore. In Medininagar, the Chhah
Muhan outlet was allotted to Ankit
Kumar Tiwari for 76.22 crore.

Earlier, the district had 79 operational
liquor outlets. The fresh allotment
process began on August 8 and conclud-
ed on August 20, with 477 applications

—
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received from Jharkhand and neighbor-
ing states including Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
and Madhya Pradesh.
Kumar explained that the top-ranked
applicant in the e-lottery is given prior-
ity to complete formalities. If the appli-
cant fails to do so, the opportunity pass-
es to the next candidate in line. The
process aims to ensure fairness and
maximize state revenue.

Panchayat Representatives Submit 8-Point Thorough Investigation Ordered into
Flat Sales on Agreement in Dhqnbad

Demand Charter to CM and Governor

DB Reporter
Ranchi: The Jharkhand State

Three-Tier Panchayat
Representatives' Association has
submitted an eight-point memo-
randum to Chief Minister Hemant
Soren and Governor C.P.
Radhakrishnan, demanding imme-
diate action to address key issues
faced by grassroots representa-
tives.

The association said of statewide
agitation if their demands are not
met promptly. Their primary
demands include the immediate
release  of  15th  Finance
Commission and State Finance
Commission funds to Panchayats,
?30 lakh compensation for acci-
dental death of a representative,
post-service pension, monthly
honorarium similar to Kerala, and
full rights to utilize both tied and
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untied funds.

Additional demands include the
restoration of withdrawn financial
powers, provision of personal
security through bodyguards and
arms licenses, the use of DMFT
funds as per Panchayati Raj
norms, and special discretionary

funds for Panchayat representa-
tives, akin to those granted to MPs
and MLA:s.

The association emphasized that
fulfilling these demands is vital for
empowering local self-governance
and preserving the dignity of elect-
ed representatives.

Magistrate, today reviewed rev-
enue collection across various
departments. During the registra-
tion department's review, it was
revealed that many multi-story
buildings are conducting flat sales
through registered agreements
instead of proper registration,
which is mandatory. The Deputy
Commissioner directed a detailed
investigation into all such multi-
story buildings to curb flat sales
based solely on agreements. He
also instructed the registration
department to review agreements
older than 4 years and 11 months,
whose validity has expired, and
cancel them accordingly.

Additionally, notices will be
issued to buildings with approved

maps and completed construction,
urging owners to complete flat
registrations. The Deputy
Commissioner emphasized that
lack of registration causes signifi-
cant revenue loss to the state gov-
ernment.

During the review of the agricul-

tural market, inquiries were made
about the number of shops and
warehouses and the monthly rent
collected. The Deputy
Commissioner instructed the agri-
cultural market's rent secretary to
propose new constructions and
rent revisions.

Tata Steel )DC Rafting concludes with
thrilling competition and sportsmanship

DB Reporter
Jamshedpur : Tata Steel

JDC Rafting event, held
at Dimna, concluded
today with an exhilarat-
ing display of teamwork
and sportsmanship. Out
of 26 teams that partici-
pated, 22 teams complet-
ed the challenging
course, showcasing the
determination and spirit
of around 200 partici-
pants. In a closely con-
tested competition,
EQMS & Engineering
Services emerged as the
winners, demonstrating
exceptional teamwork
and rafting skills. HSM
secured the runner-up
position, while Coke

Plant claimed the second
runner-up  spot. The
event was a grand suc-
cess, promoting cama-
raderie, teamwork, and
adventure among the
participants.
Congratulations to the
winners and all partici-
pants for their remark-

able achievements.
Sanjay Singh, Vice
President, Tata Workers'
Union and Chairman,
Sports Advisory
Committee, felicitated
the winners, applauding
their outstanding per-
formance and sportsman-
ship.

Preparations for food distrabution throuch
Smart-PDS complete from September

DB Reporter
Hazaribagh. s
Food distribution [
will  start in
Hazaribagh dis-
trict from
September  under the
Smart-PDS scheme. For
this, all the Public
Distribution System ven-
dors of the district were
given training on food dis-
tribution and machine
operation through e-PoS
machine. The training
work was completed by
Visiontech technicians Mr.
Naresh  Kumar, Amit
Gupta, Kundan Kumar
Singh, Devchand Kumar
Mahato, Manoj Kumar

Sinha and Chhatrapati
Mahato. During the train-
ing, the e-PoS machines of
all the public distribution
vendors were also upgrad-
ed. On this occasion,
District Supply Officer Mr.
Murali Yadav provided
detailed information about
the Smart-PDS scheme to
all the vendors present and
resolved the questions and
problems raised by the
vendors during the train-

ing.

AYUSH Block Level Health Check- D Camp Organized

Mukhiya Sangh demanded arrest in Mohan
Mahato murder case from Barhagaon pollce

DB Reporter
Barkagaon. The
Mukhiya Sangh had a for-
mal meeting with the
Barkagaon police station
in-charge Krishna Kumar
Gupta regarding various
problems of Barkagaon
and to restore peace.
During this, the President
of the Barkagaon
Mukhiya Sangh and MP
representative Ranjit
Kumar informed about
various problems and also
informed about the fact
that no one has been
arrested yet in the murder
case of Panchayat Samiti
member Mohan Mahato
of Gondalpura Panchayat
two years ago and

demanded that the culprits
be arrested and sent to jail
as soon as possible. The
police station in-charge
assured the public repre-
sentatives and said that
further action will be
taken after investigating
the matter. On the occa-
sion, mainly the President

of the Mukhiya Sangh and
MP representative Ranjit
Kumar, Mukhiya Aniket
Nayak, Geeta Devi,
Kavita Devi, Baby Devi,
Neelam Minj, Mukhiya
representative Beagle
Chaudhary, Sanit Mahato,
Rajkumar Saav and others
were present.

Teenage girl jumps from railway
police in Nawalshahi, referred to

DB Reporter
Ichak. a block-level health camp

was organized at the Community
Health Center, Ichak, by the cour-
tesy of District AYUSH
Committee Hazaribagh. The pro-
gram was inaugurated by BDO
Santosh Kumar by lighting the
lamp and was conducted by Dr.
Shailendra Kumar Rai. The BDO
conducted a health check-up at
the camp and took the program
forward. In the health camp,

under the AYUSH department,
285 patients including old-age,
Karunya, Murkulo, PVT GS

Divyang. In which walker, crutch-
es, stick, kneecap, labour bailer,
cervical bailer, stool pen, urine
pout, napkin, undergarment etc.
were given to the needy patients.
District Dr. Bijay Kumar Tiwari,
Dr. Rahuldev Rana, yoga teacher
Surendra Ram, Lalita Kumari,

Aarti Kumari, Neeraj Kumar,
Sahiya Nisha Kumari, Sarita
camps were set up and Ayurvedic, Devi, Munni Devi, Kaushalya

Homeopathic treatment was given
to 285 patients including

Devi, Chinta Devi, etc. were pres-
ent in the program.

Dalit woman accuses school operator of usurping
land donated by her, submits application to DC

Sadar in crltlcal condltlon

DB Reporter
Domchanch

(Koderma): A teenage
girl has attempted suicide
by jumping on the rail-

way track from the
Purnanagar railway
bridge of Koderma-

Giridih railway section
under Nawalshahi police
station area. Due to which
the girl has been seriously
injured. The injured girl
has been identified as a
17-year-old girl resident
under

thing. After which on

[ lun\

Meanwhile,

a villager

she

DB Reporter
Ichak. Dalit widow Jhaanwa Devi of Hadari

Turi Colony of the block has filed an appli-
cation in the DC's Janta Darbar and has
accused GD National School's operator
Shweta Verma, wife of Uday Kumar Singh,
New Area Hazaribagh, of usurping the land

donated by her. In the application submitted
in the DC's Janta Darbar on August 22, the
woman has said that one acre 30 decimal
land under account number 03 plot number
2586/15 of Mauja Hadari was given to my
ancestors by the Bhudan Committee during
the time of undivided Bihar. My ancestors

stopped.

had been encroaching on it. GD National
School's operator Shweta Verma, wife of
Uday Kumar Singh, has forcibly occupied it
and built a building. My family members
were living on the land donated by farming.
But after the land was usurped, farming has

of Purnanagar
Nawalshahi police station
area. According to the
information  received,
there was a dispute
between the girl and her
family on Thursday late
night regarding some-

Friday afternoon,
went alone towards the
railway track and reached
near the Purnanagar rail-
way bridge and jumped
on the railway track from
there. Due to which she
was seriously injured.

passing by saw her and

informed her family
about it. After which the
family reached there and
hurriedly took her to
Koderma Sadar Hospital
where her treatment is
going on.
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Karnataka's groundwater crisis worsens with
45 taluks completely running dry: Report

New Delhi, Agency:
Groundwater has been fully
depleted in 45 taluks across
Karnataka, Minister for Minor
Irrigation NS  Boseraju
informed the Legislative
Council on Thursday.

The alarming revelation
came as Boseraju presented
the Karnataka Groundwater
(Regulation and Control of
Development and
Management) (Amendment)
Act, 2025 in the Council,
Deccan Herald reported.

He noted that Karnataka
has slipped two positions on
the national groundwater
index, from seventh to ninth,
reflecting the growing crisis.
While 45 taluks have recorded
100% groundwater depletlon

the minister also highlighted
that the situation remains
“critical” in 92 other taluks
and “semi-critical” in 33 more,
the report further added.
“Measures are being taken
in keeping with the Centre’s
directions to increase ground-
water levels in the state,”
Boseraju assured. The bill was
passed after it was debated by
15 Members of the Legislative
Council (MLCs) from both the
ruling and opposition parties,
who shared their views and
concerns on the legislation.
Bengaluru’s dependence
on groundwater has reached a
breaking point, with both its
urban and rural zones record-
ing 100% extraction rates in
2024, as per the latest report

s mﬁu@ﬂm‘«m

by the Central Groundwater
Board. This essentially means
the city is drawing as much
groundwater as is being natu-
rally replenished, leaving no
safety margin for future
demand, according to a Times
of India report.The crisis is
not new. For more than a
decade, Bengaluru has been
extracting nearly twice the
amount of groundwater it can
naturally recharge, pushing its
reserves into an unsustainable
zone. Data from the Karnataka
Groundwater Directorate fur-
ther highlights that the city
has remained in the “over-
exploited” category for several
years, underscoring the urgent
need for regulation and con-
servation efforts.

Two minor sisters found Bengaluru apartment re31dents sponsor 10 free

unconscious in Bharatpur - surgeries for domestic staff and workers: Report
after alleged assault R

Bharatpur, Agency:
Two minor sisters were
found unconscious on the
roadside in Rajasthan’s
Bharatpur after allegedly
being attacked and assaulted
by unidentified men, police
said on Friday.

Locals, who found the 17-
year-old and 18-year-old
unconscious on the road,
took them to Raj Bahadur
Memorial Hospital and
informed the police.

“Police received informa-
tion that two sisters were
admitted to the hospital
after being found wuncon-
scious,” additional superin-
tendent of police Shankar
Lal said.

According to police offi-

tre in Bharatpur city daily on
a motorcycle from their vil-
lage and return in the
evening.

“They alleged that after
returning from the coaching
centre, they had gone out for
an evening walk when some
men turned up in a car and
started assaulting them,” an
officer said.

The girls alleged that
when they opposed the men
assaulting them, they were
attacked with iron rods.

“When my sister tried to
call our parents, they
snatched her phone. They
have been harassing us for
ten days. I can identify them
if they come before me,” one
of the sisters said.

New Delhi, Agency:In
a remarkable act of com-
munity care, residents
from nearly 30 apart-
ment complexes in
Bengaluru came together
to offer vital medical
support to the unsung
heroes of their neigh-
bourhoods, their opera-
tional staff.

In collaboration with
Manipal Hospital on
Kanakapura Road, the
residents facilitated 10
free surgeries on
Wednesday for essential
workers including gar-

deners, electricians,
plumbers, security
guards, domestic helps,

and cleaners. The initia-
tive, coordinated by vari-
ous residential commu-

afford such care, Times
of India reported.
According to the
report, apartment com-
plexes such as Prestige

those that actively par-

ticipated in this effort,
each nominating individ-
uals in need of surgical
intervention.

while ensuring customer
centricity remains at the
heart of our care,” said a
representative from the
organising committee as
per the publication.One
of the recipients was
eight-year-old Subash, a
student at Government
School in Kaggalipura,
who suffers from a rare
congenital condition
called tracheoesophageal
fistula, a disorder where
the windpipe and food
pipe are abnormally con-
nected.

Subash’s family,
unable to afford the sur-
gery, found hope through
the support of Chain
Makers of Kanakapura
Road (CMKR), a federa-
tion of 150 associations

cers, the two school stu-
dents, who are currently
preparing for competitive and are
exams, go to a coaching cen- matter.

The police have recorded
the statements of the girls
investigating the

nities, aimed to ease the
medical burden for work-
ers who often cannot

Falcon City, Sobha
Forest View, and Mantri
Serenity were among

“Our goal is to honour
the trust of our neigh-
bourhood communities

New Delhi, Agency: Members of
Manipur’s Naga apex body United Naga
Council (UNC) are scheduled to meet with
representatives of the central government on
August 26 in New Delhi to discuss the Free
Movement Regime (FMR) and border fencing
in Naga areas of Manipur.

The delegation, led by UNC President Ng.
Lorho will include members from the UNC
working committee, the All Naga Students’
Association, Manipur (ANSAM), and the
Naga Women’s Union (NWU).

The talks will address growing concerns
over the impact of border fencing on tradi-
tional Naga territories and the implications of
scrapping the FMR, which has long facilitated
cross-border movement for Naga communi-

Manipur Naga bodies to meet central
govt representatives for talks on FMR

ties.Samson Remei, Convenor of the UNC
Working Committee; Vareiyo Shatsang, gen-
eral secretary of UNC, Th. Angteshang
Maring (ANSAM President) and Ch. Priscilla
Thiumai (NWU President), will be part of the
delegation.During a recent meeting with a

. tude” required “stringent action” and said it
&} would announce its mode of agitation within

% delegation of UNC and governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla held on August 16, the governor
assured the delegation that discussions with
the Centre would be facilitated
shortly.Earlier, on August 11, the United
Naga Council (UNC) cautioned in a state-
ment that the government’ “indifferent atti-

15 days if grievances were not
resolved.Manipur shares a 398-km border
with Myanmar. Out of this, fencing has been
completed on a 9-km stretch near Moreh,
while another 21km is under construction
along with roadwork.The FMR, which earlier
allowed free movement up to 40km on both
sides of the border, was reduced to 16km in
2004 and remains at that level.

‘Rename it not-so-NICE road’: Angry Bengaluru resi-
dent slams 306 toll for chaotic ride in viral post

Bengaluru, Agency "Some

morons are

chimed in with their own
One user

A Bengaluru commuter’s
frustration over the condi-
tion of the NICE Road has
gone viral on social media,
sparking a wider conversa-
tion about the road’s
chaotic traffic, hefty tolls,
and lack of enforcement.

In a scathing post
shared on X, the resident
wrote, “NICE Road should
be renamed as Not-so-
NICE Road.” He com-
plained about trucks occu-
pying all lanes and crawl-
ing along at slow speeds,
making it nearly impossi-
ble for other vehicles to
pass safelv.

overtaking left, right and
centre, putting all drivers
at risk," he added. The
user also pointed out the
lack of safe braking dis-
tance and the dangers of
driving in clusters due to
the erratic traffic condi-
tions.

Highlighting the steep
cost of using the stretch,
the post noted that the toll
for  travelling from
Tumkur Road to
Electronic City is ?306 for
just 43 kilometers, a per-
kilometre rate of ?7.10.

“For this torture, we
pav heftv toll charges.” the

user wrote, demanding
that either cars and two-
wheelers receive discounts
or at least be allotted a
dedicated lane to escape

the slow-moving truck

traffic.

The post has struck a
chord with fellow com-
muters, many of whom

experiences.
commented, “Please
remember NICE Road was
built as a city bypass,
mainly meant for heavy
vehicles. The city has
grown way beyond and it's
become another MG Road.
What’s worse than trucks
are the two-wheelers, a
menace wherever they go.”

Another added, “This
problem isn’t just on NICE
Road, it's common across
highways. One truck
moves at 20 kmph, anoth-
er overtakes at 21, and the
third at 22, causing a grid-
lock.

that nominated him for
the procedure, the report
added.

Villages near Jewar air-
port to get campaigns on
drone use, waste hazards

New Delhi, Agency Noida Vlllages
around the upcoming Noida International
Airport in Jewar will soon see intensive aware-
ness campaigns against drone flying, use of
laser lights, and waste mismanagement that
could endanger aircraft movement, officials
said on Thursday.

The Gautam Budh Nagar administration
has directed officials to prioritise outreach in
rural pockets within a 20-km radius of the air-
port as part of its airfield environment and dis-
aster management planning. Dedicated cam-
paigns in these villages are expected to start
before the first phase of operations in
September 2025.

District magistrate Medha Rupam stressed
that community cooperation is critical for air-
port safety. “The safety of an international air-
port does not depend only on security agencies
and technology. It requires the cooperation of
people living in its surroundings. Villagers
have to be fully aware that seemingly routine
activities — from letting cattle stray in open
fields near the boundary to flying drones dur-
ing weddings — can directly put passengers’
lives at risk,” she said. Rupam added that out-
reach will focus on sensitising residents about
drone use, laser lights, and uncovered waste
that attracts birds.

Officials from Noida International Airport
Limited (NIAL) flagged wildlife activity, stray
cattle, and uncovered waste as major risks in
the Yamuna-side belt where several villages
fall close to the boundary. “We are not only
building infrastructure but also preparing the
ecosystem around the airport.
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Editorial

Thecentreisnot
apolice station

Union Home Minister Amit Shah intro-
duced the 130th Amendment Bill of the
Constitution in the Lok Sabha. Serious and
controversial provisions have been made in
them. Actually, the basic principle of the
Constitution is that until the court declares
an accused as a criminal or guilty, the
accused person is 'innocent’, 'blameless', but
the subject of the proposed bill is that if any
Prime Minister, Union Minister, Chief
Minister, State Government Minister
remains in custody for 30 days, then on the
31st day he will become 'ineligible' for the
constitutional post. He will have to resign or
will be dismissed. The opposition has termed
these provisions as anti-constitutional, anti-
justice and anti-fundamental rights, so some
opposition MPs have torn copies of the bill
and thrown them towards the ruling party. It
has also been termed as a 'demonic bill'. The
Home Minister's argument is that this bill
has been brought in view of morality and
purification in the government and politics.
This is half truth, because many such leaders
were included in the BJP, against whom seri-
ous criminal cases were going on, but later
the agencies tarnished them. Such leaders
are Chief Ministers, MPs, MLAs. However, in
view of the uproar and opposition in
Parliament, it was announced to send the
Constitution Amendment Bill to the Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC). The com-
mittee will have 21 MPs from Lok Sabha and
10 MPs from Rajya Sabha. Of course, more
MPs will be from the ruling party, so one
should not expect many amendments in the
basic bill. The JPC has been asked to submit
its report by the first day of the winter session
of Parliament. Before analyzing the subject, it
is worth noting the ADR report that about 46
percent of the MPs who were elected to the
Lok Sabha in the 2024 parliamentary elec-
tions have serious criminal cases registered
against them. In 2009, this average was 30
percent. The 'friend of the court' of the
Supreme Court has told it that about 5000
criminal cases are still pending against MPs
and MLAs. In view of this data, introducing
such a Constitution Amendment Bill in
Parliament is not expected and acceptable. In
fact, different roles of the central and state
governments have been fixed in the
Constitution.Their rights have also been
defined. The federal structure cannot be
affected. The central government cannot
assume the role of a 'police station'. It is pos-
sible that while making the bill, the example
of former Delhi Chief Minister Kejriwal must
have been in the minds of the central govern-
ment and officials! Kejriwal was kept in jail
for 177 days. Neither charges were framed
against him in the court nor did any court
declare him 'guilty’. Such laws should be
amended. Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant
Soren was kept in jail for 5 months.
Ultimately, he got bail, but till date no charge
has been proved against him. Satyendra Jain,
who was a minister in the Delhi government,
was kept in jail for more than 2 years.
Ultimately, the CBI presented a closure
report in his case in the court and Jain was

as recently raised serious questions on the expensive health and education system in Indore. Expensive med-
ical facilities in India, the world's most populous country, are undoubtedly a matter of concern.

Dr. Ajay Khemriya

RSS chief Dr. Mohan Bhagwat
h Recently, while hearing a case,
the Allahabad High Court had
said that private hospitals con-
sider patients as ATMs.

Actually, India's health sector
is full of serious discrepancies.
On the one hand, we are at the
top in the world in the produc-
tion of cheap medicines and vac-
cines, but our own citizens spend
the most money from their pock-
ets on their health in the world.
Many organizations of the world
are accepting that economic dis-
crimination is decreasing in the
country, but it is also a fact that
about 7 percent of the people in
the country reach the pit of
poverty every year due to expen-
sive treatment. Last year, a bill
related to kidney treatment of a
private hospital in Delhi was
made for Rs 2473894. This is just
a sample of how the health sys-
tem of the private sector is work-
ing.
The latest report of ACKO
India Health Index says that the
rate of increase in cost of treat-
ment in the country is 14% every
year. According to a government
data, despite a great scheme like
Ayushman Bharat, 40% of the
people in the country are still
spending from their own pockets
on their health, which is called
OOPE (Out of  Pocket
Expenditure). This figure is
much higher than the global
average of 18%. However, after
Ayushman Bharat, government

increased from 29 to 48%, which
is a good indicator. The problem
that Dr. Mohan Bhagwat has
drawn attention to is underlining
the pain of the common man
because 23% of the people are
still forced to borrow for hospital
expenses.

The most important aspect of
expensive health services is relat-
ed to medicines because medi-
cines are still very expensive.
During treatment in the private
sector, 70 to 90% of allopathy
medicines are being used as
branded ones, whereas the gov-
ernment has started Pradhan
Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendra for
cheap generic medicines. The
prices of up to 90% of the medi-
cines at these centres are less
than those of branded medicines.
Government efforts for generic
medicines are not bearing fruit
due to the pressure of the phar-
ma lobby. Till now, 15057 gener-
ic stores have been opened
across the country and the
anomaly is that branded medi-
cines are also being sold along
with generic ones in these stores.

The annual turnover of
allopathy medicines in India is
4.2 lakh crores. About 3 lakh
crores worth of medicines are
consumed in the Indian market
and medicines worth 1.2 lakh
crores are exported. The govern-
ment needs to work in this area
on top priority. Currently, brand-
ed medicines are being sold 30 to
2000 percent more expensive
than generic medicines. By stop-
ping this organized business of

treatment can be brought down
in a jiffy.

Actually, the country also
needs a drug revolution like the
green revolution because there is
no special regulation in this sec-
tor right now. At the time of
independence, medicines with
European patents were expen-
sive because we did not have pro-
duction here. After the Patent
Act in 1970, India did unprece-
dented work in the manufacture
of medicines. Today we are the
world's leading producer. The
world has seen this strength of
India in the corona vaccine.

The second factor for expen-
sive treatment is the corporatiza-
tion of the health sector because
till 1980, only charitable trusts or
foundations were active as health
providers in the country and the
main objective of all was service
and not profit. In return, the gov-
ernment gave free land to the
poor in the name of cheap treat-
ment and local employment and
provided tax concessions. Today
new players have come in this
sector whose aim is to do busi-
ness like corporate houses. This
is the reason that two-thirds of
the country's hospitals are in
urban areas and only one-third
of the population is getting cov-
erage of services from these hos-
pitals.

The concentration of private
hospitals is dense in urban areas
because investors keep an eye on
areas with more money. The fact
to be noted is that the majority of
patients coming to these urban

can be cured on initial com-
plaint, but the structure of public
services is almost dead at the
rural and town level. As a result,
the dependence of the common
man on urban health services
becomes a compulsion.

It is a fact that for the first
time after independence, work
has started in a systematic man-
ner on health and related servic-
es. The Modi government has
instituted basic work in the last
ten years in the three major
health-related areas of drink-
ing water, sanitation and hous-
ing. Work is also in progress in
mission mode on these three
subjects. Similarly, the
Ayushman Bharat scheme has
also worked to bring down the
private expenditure on health
(OOPE) from 63 to 40 percent.
As of January 2025, 36.9 crore
Ayushman cards are functional
in the country. Under the
scheme, the government has so
far spent an amount of Rs 1.40
lakh crore on the treatment of
8.5 crore people. There are also
two spots behind this picture
which are not being discussed.
Firstly, 4.3 crore patients
have been treated in private
hospitals under Ayushman
and this figure is 4.2 in gov-
ernment hospitals. There is
not a single state in the coun-
try where private hospitals
have not committed fraud in
the Ayushman scheme. That
is, billions of rupees have
been embezzled by showing
patients as admitted without

expenditure on health has branded medicines, expensive areas suffer from diseases that actually admitting them.
Mridula Shrivastava

People are dancing and
singing on the occasion of
Ganesh Visarjan on the road
of Andheri West, Mumbai.
'Aayo re-aayo re, my Ganesh
ji aayo re. Ganpati Bappa
Moraya. Come early next
year.' T have told you that I
will not come to your earth
now." Ganesh ji was saying
something like this that day,
tearfully. Just then Narad ji
handed him the challan
notice. Ganesh ji's vehicle
neighed like a horse. Mouse ji

stopped a bit. Ganesh ji was a
little scared. 'What happened
to my vehicle? It is not mov-
ing forward... move ahead
brother my mouse. XUV 30,
my latest model." Mouse hit
his neck. 'Read the notice
first. I knew this will happen.
If you want to go to jail, then
go. But don't make me wait.
How many times did I tell
you that you are sitting in the
front seat, wear a seat belt.
Then he said, I am the
destroyer of obstacles. No one
will harm me. But Mr.

Ganesh ji! Traffic rules are for
everyone. You are not some
big shot. If you ride without
seat belt, you will have to pay
2500 rupees. I will not go to
custody. So what if I am a
mouse. After all, do Thave any
respect or not? Get down
here. Otherwise I will make
you roll. Ganesh ji got nerv-
ous. Which troublemaker
should I call now to remove
my obstacle? He is also think-
ing whether he should shake
his trunk or hang it? Hold
your ears brother, now I will

never ride without seat belt,
forget mouse, even ant. Look,
even the latest model of XUV
300 is not able to impress
these traffic police vs uncles of
Mumbai. Do you not even
feel pity that the driver of my
car worth lakhs is my mouse,
but no, he slapped a challan.
Sent the slip through Narada
ji. Oh God! Protect me. I will
feed you modaks. Oh, I am
Ganesh myself.

Who am I saying this to?
...Hey! So what if it is
Ganesh? Rules are rules,

Bhaiya. ...Forgive me uncle,
I'will follow the rules of every
road of this earth's Atal Road
Scheme built at every step. I
don't have a single penny to
give you. ...Oh, these people
have made my ornaments
out of clay. ...Hey Bhaiya,
you could have used a little
gold. And if you had to deco-
rate me, you could have
made me wear real gold
ornaments, what would
have happened? You could
have taken them off at the
time of immersion.

completely acquitted.

- Dr. Mavank Chaturvedi

The land of Chhattisgarh has
been bearing the tragedy of red ter-
ror for a long time. Naxals once held
sway from Dantewada to Bastar and
Narayanpur, the sounds of guns
reverberated in the forests and the
tribal society was forced to live in
the shadow of fear and insecurity,
but now in the last few years, there
has been a decisive change in this
picture. The coordinated strategy of
the state government and the cen-
tral government, the continuous
crackdown by the security forces
and the parallel policies of develop-
ment and rehabilitation have done
the work that seemed impossible for
years. It is seen that under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the BJP government of
the state and their vision of a Naxal-
free India, many such initiatives are
bringing about a change in the lives
of people living in those areas of the
country, which were once 'forbid-
den areas' of the country.

The incident of Narayanpur is
the latest example, where eight
Naxals, including two women, have

surrendered. A total reward of Rs
30 lakh was announced on them.
Many of them were notorious
Maoist leaders. Sukhlal was active
as a divisional committee member
and "Maoist doctor", there was a
reward of eight lakhs on his head.
Similarly, Hurra was also associated
with Company No. 1 PPCM and
there was also a reward of eight
lakhs on his head. Podiam was an
area committee member and deputy
commander of the local organiza-
tion squad. Women members like
Kamala and Deepa were also han-
dling important responsibilities in
the organization. These surrenders
make it clear that the morale of the
Maoists is continuously breaking
even inside the forests.

The big impact of campaigns like
"Operation Prahar" and "Operation
Dawn" is visible . In fact, this series
is not limited to Narayanpur only.
In the past years, security forces
conducted many big operations in
areas like Bastar, Sukma, Kanker,
Dantewada and Bijapur.
Chhattisgarh Police and central
forces together conducted cam-
paigns like "Operation Prahar" and

"Operation Dawn", in which big
Naxalites were killed one after the
other. Notorious Maoist leader
Hidma, who was considered the
most dangerous face of the Bastar
Division Committee, was on the
radar of security agencies for a long
time. The way his network was bro-
ken is an example of the success of
the state's security strategy. Apart
from this, the backbone of the
organization has been broken due to
the death or surrender of Mandvi
Hidma, Gudsa Usendi and many
other notorious commanders.
Naxalism is not just a battle of
guns, it is also a battle of ideology.
The Maoist organization kept mis-
leading the tribals in the name of
their development and kept them
away from the government and the
system by talking about their rights.
But when the central and state gov-
ernments decided that development
would be used as a weapon, the pic-
ture started changing. Roads were
built, bridges were built, schools
and hospitals opened, mobile tow-
ers were erected and for the first
time the presence of the govern-
ment and administration was felt in

the tribal areas. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said many
times that "Naxalism will end not
with bullets of guns, but with the
light of development." This think-
ing seems to be the backbone of
Chhattisgarh's strategy.

Chief Minister Vishnudev Sai
also said recently that "Our prior-
ity is not only law and order, but
to integrate tribal society with the
mainstream and provide them a
fear-free environment. The reha-
bilitation policy is part of this
thinking." This is the same policy
that inspired the surrendered
Naxalites of Narayanpur to give
up arms. The state government
has given them immediate assis-
tance of Rs 50,000 each and also
guaranteed further education,
employment and social rehabilita-
tion.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has also reiterated several
times that the government's goal
is to free the country from
Naxalism by 2026. In his words,
"Naxalism has been the biggest
obstacle to the development and
democracy of this country. We

The noose around Naxals is tightening in Chhattisgarh:
Meaningful results are starting to emerge

have made historic progress in the
last ten years towards eradicating
it and now this terror is in its last
stage." In fact, the figures confirm
this claim.

In the last decade, the number of
Naxal-affected districts has halved.
Where once more than 126 districts
including Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Odisha, Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh and Bihar were affected by
this red terror, today their number
has shrunk to less than 18. In which
six districts are most affected,
Bijapur, Kanker, Narayanpur and
Sukma of Chhattisgarh, West
Singhbhum of Jharkhand and
Gadchiroli of Maharashtra. At the
same time, six districts are in the
'worrying  category',  Andhra
Pradesh (Alluri Sitaram Raju),
Madhya Pradesh (Balaghat), Odisha
(Kalahand,i, Kandhamal,
Malkangiri), Telangana (Bhadradri-
Kothagudem). Similarly, now other

affected districts include
Chhattisgarh (Dantewada,
Gariaband, Mohla-Manpur-

Ambagadh Chowki), Jharkhand
(Latehar), Odisha (Nuapada),
Telangana (Mulugu).

Owner-Suday Kumar, Printer& Publisher- Suday Kumar, Printer At- SH Printers Pvt. Ltd. (Formerly Shivasai Publication Pvt. Ltd) Ratu Kathitar, Near Tender Bagicha HP Petrol Pump Post& Ps. Ratu, Ranchi Jharkhand,
Published At :- Bishnupur Road, Near- Durga Mandir Po&Ps. Jhumaritelaiya ( Kodarma) Jharkhand 825409, Email- dbnewsranchi@gmail.com. Editor- Suday Kumar, RNI-JHENG/25/A1088, Mob. 9470506288




DYNAMIC BHARAT

Business

Kodarma, Saturday, 23 August 2025 06

SBI General Insurance Launches Specialized Health Insurance Branches in
Andhra Pradesh & Telangana to Provide Wider Access to Healthcare for All

Hyderabad, Agency:
SBI General Insurance, one
of India's leading and fastest
growing private general
insurance companies, has
announced the launch of
'First-of-its-kind' Health
Insurance Branches across
Andhra Pradesh and Telang
ana, with plans to extend
nationwide. This strategic
expansion is part of the
Company's broader mission
to strengthen its footprint in
underserved markets, ensur-
ing greater accessibility to
health insurance solutions for
millions of individuals and
households.

A large section of our pop-
ulation is uninsured and this
problem is more severe in
smaller towns and remote
areas. SBI General Insurance
has taken this initiative to
launch 30 specialized Health

Impact of Alcohol Addiction on Men-
tal Health: Ending the Cycle of Pain

Insurance Branches which
will offer health protection
via a comprehensive bouquet
of products, completely digi-
tal journey and backed by the
widest network of more than
2100 hospitals in the states
and rapid cashless response
of average half an hour to the
people of Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana.

The Health Insurance
branches are strategically
located across key areas in
Telangana, including Bhuv
anagiri, Jagityal, Kamareddy,
Karimnagar, = Khammam,
Kothagudam,
Mahabubnagar, Mancherial,
Miryalaguda, Nirmal,
Sangareddy, Sid dipet,
Suryapet, Wanaparthy and
Zaheerabad. In Andhra
Pradesh, they are present in
Anakapalli, Anantapur, Bhee
mavaram, Eluru, Jangare

ddigudem, Kadapa, Kakin
ada, Nellore, Ongole, Palla
kollu, Rajam, Srikakulam,
Tadepalligudem, Tenali and
Vizianagarm.

These branches will offer a
range of specially curated
health insurance products
such as Arogya Supreme
Policy, Super Health Insu
rance, SBIG Health Super
Top-Up, Arogya Sanjeevani
and Personal Accident

Insurance. With these tai-
lored products, SBI General
Insurance seeks to address
the unique healthcare needs
of local communities, deliver-
ing affordable coverage and
enhancing financial protec-
tion for a broader and more
diverse population.

The launch event was held
in SBI General Insurance
Hyderabad branch office in
the presence of Shri. Challa

"duphcate versus

call--one

wake-up

truth.

into clinical

"gen-
uine" to expose how diluted
and commercialized the
category has become. It's
not just storytelling. It's a
that
urges the consumer to look
beyond labels and embrace
formulations backed by tra-
dition, transparency, and

Somewhere along the
line, Ayurveda was either
over-simplified into kitchen
hacks or over-complicated
jargon.
Sharmayu wants to be the

Sreenivasulu Setty, Chairman
of SBI Group, Shri. Naveen
Chandra Jha, MD & CEO of
SBI General Insurance, Shri
Rajiv Kumar, DMD, Internal
Audit Department (SBI) ,
Shri S Radhakrishnan CGM
Hyderabad Circle (SBI), Shri
Rajesh Kumar Patel CGM
Amravati Circle (SBI) and
Shri. Mohd Arif Khan,
Deputy CEO, SBI General
Insurance along with senior
leadership and other key dig-
nitaries. Speaking on the
occasion, Shri. CS Setty,
Chairman, SBI Group said
"Leveraging SBI's expansive
network, we are committed to
empowering citizens with
greater access and security
through financial services.
We believe that our efforts
will strengthen our connec-
tions with customers and
contribute towards IRDAI's

vision of 'Insurance for all by
2047'. This milestone marks
a significant step forward in
our mission to provide com-
prehensive, reliable & acces-
sible health insurance to
every Indian."

Shri. Naveen Chandra Jha,
MD and CEO at SBI General
Insurance added, "At SBI
General Insurance, our goal
is to make insurance accessi-
ble across India, and this
expansion is a key step in that
direction. With the addition
of these 30 branches, now
SBI General has one of the
largest branch network in the
states of Andhra Pradesh &
Telangana covering 40 dis-
tricts. Every such branch
reflects our commitment to
bring our services closer to
our customers, understand-
ing their needs and delivering
innovative solutions.

Sharmayu goes all in on 'Genuine Ayurv
eda' and takes a cheeky jab at the fakes

New Delhi, Agency:
In an era where everything
claims to be Ayurvedic--
from creams that promise
glow to capsules that prom-
ise calm--the term itself has
lost weight. Ayurveda, once
a science of precision and
purity, is now often used as
a marketing buzzword.
Sharmayu, however, isn't
here to add to the noise.
With a century-old lineage
rooted in the legacy of
Baidyanath, the brand has
chosen a sharper path:
redefining trust through

Coimbatore, Agency: At
Abhasa Rehab & Wellness Center,
we understand the alarming
intertwine between alcohol abuse
and mental health. Our clients
who are professionally active and
are managing families often suffer
from chronic stress, leading to
alcohol abuse. All these individu-
als share a common narrative:
alcohol initially served as a coping
mechanism, but ultimately result-
ed in dependence which severely

compromised mental health and
stability.

At Abhasa, we understand the
impact alcohol has on mental
health: anxiety becomes more
pronounced, depressive episodes
are worse, and mental clarity
diminishes. Many use alcohol to
numb deeply-rooted emotional
scars. That pain becomes worse in
the long run. Coupled with lack of
professional intervention, it
devolves into a spiral.

genuine Ayurveda. In a
market overflowing with
powdered claims and pho-
togenic herbs, Sharmayu
stands out by asking a basic
but bold question--"Is it
real Their latest digital ad
campaign makes this point
with rare clarity where they
land the real message:
Ayurveda doesn't need fil-
ters. It needs facts. The ad
smartly uses the idea of

third space -- rooted, reli-
able, and refreshingly real,"
says Nitendra Singh, Head
of Marketing at Sharmayu.
"At Sharmayu, we're not
chasing gimmicks or viral
hashtags. Our marketing is
rooted in one simple belief -
- when you have 100 years
of real Ayurvedic legacy,
you don't need to shout, you
just need to show up with
the truth. In a world selling

Angel Yeast Cup Flnals and Industry Development Conference Concludes

SHANGHAI, Agency: The
Finals of the 8th Angel Yeast Cup
Chinese Fermented Dim Sum
Contest and the 12th Fermented
Flour-Based Food Industry
Development Conference
wrapped up in Ningxiang, Hunan
province, a region widely recog-
nized as the birthplace of Chinese
staple foods. Sponsored and
organized by Angel Yeast Co., Ltd.
(SH600298), the event brought
together 26 youth teams from dif-
ferent countries and regions
alongside leading  experts,
researchers, industry representa-
tives, and skilled food artisans
specializing in fermented flour-
based foods. Serving as a hub of
international collaboration, the
conference highlighted culinary
craftsmanship in fermented
foods, underscoring the category's

growth potential and advancing
cross-border exchange focused on
preserving and evolving these dis-
tinctive food traditions.

Culinary Diplomacy: A Global
Dialogue Around Staple Foods

Following a global tournament
spanning three months and nine

regions, 26 top teams advanced to
the competition's final round.
Young participants from China,
Spain, Italy, Malaysia, and
Indonesia used flour and yeast as
a medium for innovation, blend-
ing local flavors with established
techniques to create a range of

new staple foods and artistic
dough sculptures—each notable
for its creativity and unique taste.
The venue served both as a stage
for technical excellence and a
platform for cultural exchange,
where Western baking expertise
intersected with Eastern fermen-
tation practices, while long-stand-
ing methods were reinterpreted
through modern approaches.

Malaysian contestant Zhang
Weishan remarked, "In Malaysia,
people of all backgrounds enjoy
Chinese staple foods. I hope the
competition can expand to addi-
tional regions so more audiences
can discover the appeal of these
traditions." Spanlsh participant
Delgado Alvarez José Luis added,
"I hope Chinese food creations to
Europe, creating a new bridge for
cultural exchange.

'Ayurvedic' claims, we're
here to put the genuine
back in Ayurveda with clar-
ity, transparency, and a lit-
tle unapologetic boldness.
The brand's recent product
launches -- including their
Swarna Panchamrit Chyaw
anprash with Gold and
Kashmiri Keshar -- have not
only been well received
across platforms, but also
stocked up in Tier 2 and

Tier 3 cities, proving that
truth sells. Especially when
it's well-packaged.

Being  born  from
Baidyanath's legacy isn't
just about heritage -- it's
about accountability," says
Abhinav Gaur, Partner at
Sharmayu. "At Sharmayu,
we're not in the race to
sound modern; we're here
to make Ayurveda mean-
ingful again.

TaxBuddy Launches India's First
Al-Powered Tax Filing Platform

File Returns in Just 3 Minutes

Mumbai, Agency: TaxBuddy, India's
most trusted tax filing platform, has
announced the launch of the country's first
Al-powered tax filing system, a move set to
change the way millions of Indians file their
income tax returns. With this new platform,
taxpayers can now file returns in just three
minutes while getting their doubts resolved
instantly.

For years, filing taxes has been stressful,
confusing, and often time-consuming.
TaxBuddy AI changes that by combining
advanced artificial intelligence with the
company's trusted expertise. Now all a tax-
payer has to do is sign up, answer a few guid-
ed questions, and the AI will auto-prepare
the return in under three minutes.

The system not only explains key provi-
sions also ensures complete compliance,
eliminating hours clarifications.

Cricmax Connect, Rashmika Mandanna, and Vijay Deverakonda
Bring Youth Cricket to the Madlson Avenue India Day Parade

New Delhi, Agency:

sessions that highlighted the

| York City Eric Adams, and

of how sport can unite com-

USA National Cricket Team’s
Smit Patel & Saiteja Mukka
malla with Cricmax Connect’s
Vinay Bhimjiani, Ashok Patel
& Atul Rai on the India Day
Parade float in NYC New York
City (New York) [USA],
August 22: On Sunday,
August 17, 2025, Cricmax
Connect took part in the
Madison Avenue India Day
Parade, bringing youth crick-
et to one of the largest cele-
brations of Indian heritage in
the United States. The day’s
programme featured live
cricket demonstrations, team
showcases, and storytelling

journeys of young athletes,
connecting sport with com-
munity pride.

As Float No. 10 in the
parade, Cricmax Connect’s
contingent carried players,
youth ambassadors, and spe-
cial guests. The float engaged
crowds along the parade route
with vibrant performances
and community interaction.
Cricket activities continued
on Park Avenue after the
parade, allowing families and
children to experience the
sport firsthand in a festive,
community-driven setting.

Gala Dinner at Cipriani,
where USA national cricket

Saiteja Mukkamalla oined
athletes, dignitaries, commu-
The day concluded with a team players Smit Patel and nity leaders - Mayor of New

special guests Rashmika
Mandanna and Vijay
Deverakonda to celebrate the
spirit of unity and cultural
pride. Being part of an event
like this is about more than
just the sport,” said Vinay
Bhimjiani, Founder and CEO
of Cricmax Connect. “It’s
about connection, representa-
tion, and giving the next gen-
eration a place on a stage that
celebrates who they are and
where they come from.
Seeing young players carry
the spirit of cricket into a cel-
ebration of our shared her-
itage was a powerful reminder

munities.” The Federation of
Indian Associations

(FIA) underscored the
importance of youth partici-
pation in this year’s event,
noting how the presence of
emerging cricket talent along-
side celebrated cultural icons
resonated deeply with the
crowd. “The India Day Parade
is a platform for honouring
our traditions while showcas-
ing the energy and promise of
the future, said Ankur Vaidya,
Chairman of the Federation of
“Having young cricketers and
renowned  figures like
Rashmika .
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New Delhi:OpenAl announced
Friday that it will establish its first
office in New Delhi later this year.
This move highlights the rapid
adoption of its AI tools in India,
which is the second-largest market
for ChatGPT after the U.S. and one
of its fastest-growing.

OpenAl has officially created an
entity in India and has started hir-
ing a dedicated local team. In a
statement, the company said open-
ing an office in India reflects its sup-
port for the IndiaAl Mission and its
commitment to partnering with the
government to "build AI for India,
with India".

This expansion will also allow
OpenAl to better serve its millions
of users in India, including stu-
dents, educators, professionals, and
developers who use its tools for
learning, creativity, and problem-
solving. The company noted that
this decision underscores India's
global leadership in Al, its thriving
ecosystem, and the growing demand
for OpenAl's advanced tools across
the country.

Data from OpenAl shows that
India is a leading country for Al
adoption. The number of weekly
active ChatGPT users in India has
more than quadrupled in the past
year. The country also ranks among
the top five developer markets glob-
ally on the OpenAl platform and has

OpenAl announces its first India office
in New Delhi, hiring for new roles

the largest population of students
using ChatGPT worldwide.

Commitment to the Indian

Market

OpenAlI CEO Sam Altman stated,
"The level of excitement and oppor-
tunity for Al in India is incredible.
India has all the ingredients to
become a global Al leader: amazing
tech talent, a world-class developer

ecosystem, and strong government
support through the IndiaAl
Mission".

He added, "Opening our first
office and building a local team is an
important first step in our commit-
ment to make advanced AI more
accessible across the country and to
build AI for India, and with India".
The local team will also focus on

strengthening relationships with
local partners, government agen-
cies, businesses, and academic insti-
tutions. The company is dedicated
to listening to users, customers, and
partners in India to create features
and tools specifically for the region,
making advanced AI more afford-
able and accessible.

This news follows recent initia-

tives developed for the Indian mar-
ket, such as ChatGPT Go, the
OpenAl Academy, and enhanced
support for Indic languages.
Government perspective
Ashwini Vaishnaw, the Minister
for Electronics and Information
Technology, said, "OpenAl’s deci-
sion to establish a presence in India
reflects the country’s growing lead-
ership in digital innovation and Al
adoption". He added that with
strong investments in digital public
infrastructure and Al talent, India is
uniquely positioned to drive the
next wave of Al-led transformation.
The minister noted that the
IndiaAI Mission is building an
ecosystem for trusted and inclusive
Al, and he welcomes OpenAl's part-
nership in this vision to ensure Al's
benefits reach every citizen.
According to OpenAl, local busi-
nesses and institutions are already
using its tools to tackle critical chal-
lenges, such as Al-powered agricul-
tural services, streamlined recruit-
ment, and effective governance.
Looking ahead, OpenAl will host
its first Education Summit in India
this month and its first Developer
Day later this year to bring together
the country's AI community. The
company is actively hiring for roles
in India and will announce more
details about the new office and
future plans in the coming months.

Meta freezes Al hiring after recruitingtop - Sony increases PlayStation 5 price in US

talent from Google, OpenAl and Mlcrosoft

New Delhi:Meta, one of the
leading names in the social media

by USD 50 amid Trump’s tarlff impact

world, owning Facebook,
Ins,tagram and more, has report-
edly halted hiring in its artificial
intelligence (AI) division- includ-
ing roles for researchers and engi-
neers. The move was taken after
months of aggressive talent acqui-
sition, where the company lured
top AI experts from rivals like
Google, OpenAl, Microsoft and
Anthropic.

As per the Wall Street Journal
report, the freeze began last week,
although Meta has already
brought on board more than 50
researchers at salaries ranging
between seven and eight figures.

Why did Meta stop hiring?

Meta has recently hired the
best talent from the leading com-
panies, which seems to be the rea-
son for the freeze on hiring.
Although Meta has not yet speci-
fied a direct reason, but the insid-
ers claim that the pause is a part of
the company’s yearly organisa-
tional and financial planning.

A Meta spokesperson con-
firmed the freeze, calling it a step
towards “creating a solid structure
for our new superintelligence
efforts after bringing people on
board and undertaking budgeting
exercises.”

The freeze also comes after
reports that Meta attempted to
acquire several Al startups to
absorb their talent. One notable
case involved Thinking Machines
Lab, founded by ex-OpenAlI COO
Mira Murati. Meta reportedly
offered nearly USD 1 billion
(around Rs 8,700 crore) to co-
founder Andrew Tulloch, but the
deal did not go through.

New Delhi:Sony
Interactive Entertainment
has confirmed that the
PlayStation 5 Standard
Edition will now cost more
than usual (USD 550), while
the Digital Edition will retail
at USD 500. The high-end
PS5 Pro version will be
priced at USD 750.

The move follows recent
US trade tariffs on Japanese
imports, which increased
costs for companies like
Sony. Isabelle Tomatis, VP
of global marketing at Sony
Interactive Entertainment,
said the decision was made
to navigate “a challenging
economic environment.”

Tariffs are driving up costs

The Trump administra-
tion had initially proposed a
25 per cent tariff on
Japanese imports but later
agreed to 15 per cent after
negotiations. Sony had earli-

er warned that tariffs could
add nearly USD 680 million
to its annual costs, prompt-
ing price adjustments in the
American  market.Other
global businesses are also
struggling with the new tariff
impact. For instance, cos-
metics giant Estee Lauder
expects losses of around
USD 100 million in the 2026
fiscal year, while PepsiCo
may increase soft drink
prices by 10 per cent due to
rising costs of aluminium
cans. Energy drink maker
Monster Beverages is also
considering price hikes.

Wider Tariff impact

across industries

The US Commerce
Department recently broad-
ened tariffs on steel and alu-
minium, affecting hundreds
of products, from child seats
and tableware to heavy
machinery.

Dreami1, MPL, Zupee suspend real-money
gaming in India following parliamentary ban

New Delhi:Online gam-
ing companies such as
Dreami1, Mobile Premier
League (MPL), and Zupee
Ludo have suspended all of
their real-money gaming
offerings in India. This deci-
sion comes after Parliament
passed a bill to ban all forms
of online money games.

On Thursday, Parliament
passed the Promotion and
Regulation of Online Gaming
Bill, 2025, with the Rajya
Sabha approving it without
debate. The bill aims to pro-
hibit all forms of online
money games while promot-
ing eSports and online social
gaming.

In a LinkedIn post, MPL
stated that it respects the law
and will fully comply with the
ban on online money games
in India.

"Effective immediately, we
are suspending all gaming
offerings involving money on

the MPL platform in India,"
the post said. "Our foremost
priority is our users. While
new deposits will no longer be
accepted, customers will be
able to withdraw their bal-
ances seamlessly. However,
online money games will not
be available on the MPL plat-
form anymore".

MPL has more than 120

million registered users
across Asia, Europe, and
North America.

Dreami1, Zupee Ludo stop
real money contests

Gaming platform Zupee
has also announced that it will
discontinue all of its paid
games. According to a report
on BT, a company spokesper-
son said, "Zupee remains fully
operational, and our players
can continue to enjoy their
favorite games on the plat-
form. In line with the new
Online Gaming Bill 2025, we
are discontinuing paid games,

but our hugely popular free
titles like Ludo Supreme,
Turbo,
and Trump Card an

Ludo
Ladders,

Snakes &

Mania will continue to be
available for all users for
free".According to reports, in
internal note,

Sports

Dream

CEO Harsh Jain
informed employees
there is "no legal pathway" to
continue Dreami1's paid con-

= r?lrﬂw

tests once the law is enacted.
The company has briefed both
full-time and contractual staff
on a transition plan.

that
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Actress Neeru Bajwa
Admits She Lied to Enter
the Industry

Punjabi  film  industry’s
renowned actress Neeru
Bajwa is currently in the
spotlight for her film
Tehran. She revealed £
that to make her place
in the film industry,
she once had to rely
on a lie. .

In an exclusive
conversation  with
IANS, the actress
shared that there used to
be a misconception in the
industry about people
coming from Canada. Because
of this, she would tell everyone that
she was from Chandigarh.

Neeru said, “Earlier in the industry, people believed
that if you were from Canada, you wouldn’t know the
local language well and wouldn’t be able to speak Indian
or Punjabi fluently. So, I used to lie to people, saying I
was from Chandigarh, and spoke in an Indian accent. 1
was fed up with that mindset. I also knew that no matter
how much I explained, they wouldn’t believe
me.”Speaking about her role preparation, Neeru shared
that spy films helped her a lot. “I didn’t do any special
preparation for the role.

Bhojpuri actress Akshara
Singh is often in the limelight for
her excellent acting and stunning
style. She frequently posts her
pictures and videos on social
media. Continuing this trend,
Akshara shared a video on
Wednesday.In the video posted on
Instagram, she looks absolutely
gorgeous in a green saree. Fans
can’t stop praising her smile in the
clip. Her captivating look, gentle
smile, and stylish poses are
winning hearts. She is seen

Film

In the video, Akshara’s charming look, gentle
smile, and stylish poses are captivating her fans. She is
shooting the video in different styles wearing a saree—
sometimes walking forward, sometimes posing from
behind the trees. She is also seen enjoying the weather
while playfully letting her pallu flow in the air.

shooting in different styles—
sometimes walking forward,
sometimes posing from behind
trees, and at times enjoying the
breeze while playfully tossing her
saree’s pallu in the air.

This look not only highlights
her beauty but also shows that she
is no less than anyone when it
comes to fashion while keeping
her simplicity intact. The actress
has added the romantic short film
Bumbling’s song Finally We Met
to the video.

devotional track titled Jai

song.”

Actress Soha Ali Khan is currently in the spotlight for her
podcast All About Her. In this show, she will not only interact
with renowned personalities but also share some interesting
anecdotes—stories that reflect both the strengths and
vulnerabilities of women. One such story is about the famous
Rang De Basanti scene where she had to jump into the water.

During the podcast promotions, in a conversation with
IANS, Soha revealed that she was extremely scared while
shooting that sequence. Her fear grew even more when she
found out that she would be the first among the team to perform
the stunt without a harness.

The actress shared that the filming of Rang De Basanti took
almost a year since the team shot across several cities including
Rajasthan, Punjab, Delhi, and Mumbai. “We got to travel across
the country, and during this time, we formed a deep bond with
the entire team, actors, and characters. For us, it was more than
just a film—it was an experience, and audiences gave it
immense love,” she said.

Recalling that particular moment from the song Masti Ki
Pathshala, Soha said, “The scene was shot at a fort near Jaipur.
During the shoot, everyone realized I was scared of jumping
from such a height. I was told there would be no harness. At that
time, I was new to the film industry, so I didn’t know things like
you shouldn’t jump at the speed of gravity, and nobody
explained it either.

Singer Shankar Mahadevan,
along with his sons Siddharth and |
Shivam Mahadevan, released a |

Ganesh on Wednesday. The song
captures the spirit of devotion and | Al
festivity associated with Ganesh /%
Chaturthi.Sharing his thoughts about
the song, Shankar Mahadevan said,
“Jai Shri Ganesh is a celebratory
track filled with the inspiration of
Lord Ganesha. It blends devotion
with joy. I will be truly happy if
people welcome Bappa with this

Siddharth Mahadevan added that ~
the atmosphere of Jai Shri Ganesh is
completely festive. He said, “The moment anyone listens to this track, they will feel like joining
an aarti and dancing with joy.”Shivam Mahadevan expressed, “Singing this song dedicated to
Ganpati Bappa with my father and brother is very special for me. We wanted to create a track that
brings happiness and a festive spirit into every household.”Jai Shri Ganesh is now available
worldwide on Times Music and all major music platforms.

When Soha Ali Khan took a

fearful plunge into the water, she
described that Rang De Basanti
scene as terrifying

Actress Vaani Kapoor is receiving immense praise
for her web series Mandala Murders. The actress
believes that the more rooted and local a story is, the
greater its impact will be on a global level.

She said, “The series trended globally for three
weeks, which was unbelievable for me. I never
expected so much love and support from the
audience. This is my streaming debut, and it’s a very
special moment for me that I will always cherish.”

Vaani added, “I have put a lot of hard work and
heart into Mandala Murders. To see it loved not just in
India but across the world is the biggest reward for us.
India is known for its mythological stories, and I feel
that is why our narratives resonate not only with
people here but also with audiences everywhere who
want to know more about our culture and identity.”

The show’s story revolves around two
investigating officers who set out on a mission to
uncover the truth behind a series of mysterious
murders. During their investigation, they stumble
upon terrifying secrets deeply connected to history.

Mandala Murders is a mythological-crime thriller
series featuring Vaani Kapoor alongside Vaibhav Raj
Gupta, Surveen Chawla, Shriya Pilgaonkar,
Siddhanth Kapoor, Rahul Bagga, Raghubir Yadav,
and Monika Chowdhary, among others.The series has
been directed by Gopi Puthran with Manan Rawat as
co-director.

Vaani Kapoor Wins Hearts with Her Performance in Mandala
Murders, Says Local Stories Have a Global Impact
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Akshara Singh dazzled in a green saree

Sharing the clip, she wrote in
the caption: “True beauty doesn’t
try to attract attention; people
naturally start admiring it.”

Her post is drawing quick
reactions from fans. While many
are praising her look, others are
deeply connecting with the
caption and commenting on it.
One fan wrote: “The hidden pain
in your eyes is clearly visible, but
the courage with which you keep
smiling is truly admirable.”

Akshara has often been in
controversy  regarding  her
personal life. Her name was linked
with Bhojpuri superstar Pawan
Singh. At one time, their
relationship was a hot topic, but
with time it turned bitter. After
their separation, Akshara accused
Pawan Singh of physical and
mental harassment, which caused
much turmoil in her personal life.

Shankar Mahadevan and his sons release devotional song Jai Shri Ganesh

Nora Fatehi to debut

in Tamil cinema with

Kanchana 4, calls it the
“perfect film” for her entry

Actress Nora Fatehi is all set to
step into Tamil cinema with the fourth
installment of the popular Tamil
horror-comedy franchise Kanchana.
Nora will be playing the lead role in
this much-awaited film.

Explaining why she chose
Kanchana 4, Nora said, “When I was
offered this film, I felt it was the
perfect project for my Tamil debut.
This franchise already has a strong
identity, and its wunique script
immediately drew me in.”

Talking about her choice after the
success of the crime-comedy drama
Madgaon Express, Nora added, “After
that film, I wanted to be part of another
comedy project, and I saw the right
opportunity in this one. I am really
excited to work on it.”

On preparing for her role, Nora
revealed that learning Tamil has been
one of the toughest challenges.
“Language is always a challenge, but I
love challenges. I’ve already worked
in Hindi, Telugu, and Malayalam
films, but Tamil is by far the toughest
for me. I’ve been rehearsing my lines,
working on pronunciation, and
practicing a lot. The encouragement I
receive on set is my biggest
motivation.”

She further shared, “The crew
didn’t expect me to be so comfortable
in comic scenes. That kind of feedback
inspires me to do even better. This film
gives me the chance to respect the
culture and language while giving my
best performance, and the team has
been very supportive.”

Nora also  highlighted
difference between Tamil

Bollywood cinema.

the
and

Krishna Shroff Wins Hearts in Chhoriyan
Chali Gaon with Fearless Makeover Task

Krishna Shroff
continues to prove why she
is one of the most
interesting contestants on
Chhoriyan Chali Gaon. In
the recent episode, the
contestants faced a thrilling
challenge—giving the
people of Bamulia village a
complete makeover. From
massages to haircuts,
shaving, and styling, the
girls had to step out of their
comfort zones and win the
villagers’ trust. While many
contestants seemed
nervous, Krishna once
again stood out with her
fearless attitude and natural
ability to connect with
people. She was given
salon services like shaving
and eyebrow shaping—
things she had never done
before. Yet, she accepted
the challenge without
hesitation and completed it
with perfection, leaving her

rural client
with joy.

smiling

What made the
moment even more
special was Krishna’s
personal memory. She
shared how the task
reminded her of her
early days when she
used to coach young
girls in basketball. “I
used to teach kids
basketball, and today’s
task took me back to
those days when I
received my very first
salary. Once again, I
felt that the reward of
hard work is always
sweet,” she said.It is
this determination,
heartfelt effort, and
genuine  connection
with people that has
made  Krishna a
favorite among the
villagers.




	PG-01
	PG-02
	PG-03
	PG-04
	PG-05
	PG-06
	PG-07
	PG-08

